o and dreaming is a third thing.




editorial.com ?

Imagine....

This edition of Strange Daze will be looking at several diverse issues in articles from Bill Rose’s
Moon Age Daydreams to Kate Taylor’s interpretation on the events of Chappaquiddick and Dave

Clarke’s thought provoking article on rumour-inspired social panics during World War I and their links with the waves
of media generated UFO reports in today’s society.

Strange Daze will continue to explore the breadth and depth of interpretation of subjective experiences, myths, folklore
and beliefs and ultimately what all this could mean for us, particularly in the shadow of science now and more
importantly science in the future as we reach ever wider parameters in addressing issues concerned with our mysterious
universe and the human consciousness.

Into these playing fields comes the virtual reality of the internet and email debate and discussion, which is capturing our
imagination and energies in a breathtaking display, as more and more people become hooked and access the internet
using their screens to debate, argue and discuss anything and everything that is within our capacity to imagine.

In fact it appears in some cases that it is becoming difficult for people to distinguish between virtual reality and reality,
which of course leads to the question once more of how we determine what actually constitutes reality. Who knows the
answer to this question as we can only see reality in a very subjective way albeit through a consensus of how to interpret
the varying images surrounding us all.

These information highways are bringing us enormous problems in addition to an overkill of endless information,
creating a new generation heavily reliant on computer games and the internet to play out their fantasies and illusions in
a way that is both robotic, impersonal and disturbing, as the human touch diminishes on a level that has been unknown
before the last century.

Lest some of you out there feel this is an exaggerated view of today’s incredible technology, I would stress that there is
no doubt whatsoever that as a method of passing and receiving information, email and the internet are amazing, fast,
efficient (usually) and less time consuming than anything we have ever known as we email our long lists of recipients
with electronically generated attachments of information with just one click of the ‘send’ button. Far better than letter
writing, telephone contact, or even getting together with real people for one to one contact. Or is it?

There are email newsgroups, email lists, bulletin boards, public chat rooms, private chat rooms for debate, discussion
and social conversation. We can sit behind a screen and become involved in a heated and sometimes destructive debate.
And then switch off after using electronic body language to satisfy ourselves we are demonstrating to those other screens
that we are smiling, sad, angry or whatever. There are no real voice intonations, no gestures, no real life body language,
shrugs, smiles, waves nods or winks, just a screen and no way to clean up with a human smile or a touch. And when you
belong to an email list then group members can disagree and debate for all to see. Turning that old proverb on its head
we could say- ‘Reply to all’ in haste: Regret at leisure.

he internet are creating an introverted and depersonalised society and

I believe that in some diStiir N
e vé intéract on a regular level with a screen, while we surf the net and email
we may all be in another twenty years. Imagine a world without books

0

ks for our children and their children. Or in the immortal words of

or more alarmingly im bo
heaven..it’s easy if you try.

John Lennon, Imagine ¢
Surely it must be of para -,: ount importance that there is the certainty for us all that humanity and the profound and
powerful effects of nature" can transcend the world of virtual reality, taking us for a walk on the wild side in the
company of each other, far‘away from the. electronically created images surrounding us. This is where we can discover
things about ourselves and about our planet that will never be found in those lonely places in front of a computer screen.
It is ‘out there’ and not ‘in a screen’ that those places of the heart and of our imagination can be harnessed, as we and
the new generation of thil:l‘(_(e_";&gand pioneers head towards that brave new world.

We really would like to- he¢ar more from you, our readers, with your comments and thoughts, for publication or
privately,

Do please feel free to write,
email or fax us at any time.

www.strangedaze.vizc’24.net ¢/0F/& %dté@/‘ p/i?ﬂ/(
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STRANGE PLACES- IN THE SHADOW OF WINDWHISTLE HILL

..they saw in front of them on the left hand verge, two people, one who appeared to
down, and the other standing. Their ini ughts were that someone had been h} il
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MOON AGE
-BILL

hronghout the “C‘ era %most ef the btg
__budget. . space - -programmes were pohtwali

- motivated and the -overriding, objective was -
_always the attainment of prestigious-“firsts.”
_There Was™also unpublicised military fearthat

the opposmon would develop new space capabllltlese

As. things turned out these mzhtary concerns were
largely unfounded- and once the “Moon- had been
reached, a number of unforeseen factors combined to
slow the whole process of space exploration te its -
present rather sluggish pace. ~

-
wne o

—

Nevertheless, a number of far-reaching space projects- .
were considered by America and- Russia that would
have_switched the course of history onto an entirely
different track, had any been implemented. This article
takes an alternative look at-manned space exploration
during the 20" Century and examines those proposals

‘which remained secret until very recently.......... ... ,
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" Copyright Bill Rose.

being
launch.

prepared

The first stage of a huge Moon rocket
falls away and the ships atomic engine
cuts in, propelfing this fictional 1950s
spaceship on its journey to the Moon.

Copyright Bill Rose.

= pioneers

1950s concept of a
multi-stage Moon rocket
for

ground and maagad ta
move the topic away
from total fantasy, even
if their ideas Ilack
scientific  credibility
when viewed from a

present day sta@omt

it’s wmi'h

Russian academic called
Konstantin  Tsiolkovsy
had determined that
rocket propulsion would
work in a total vacuum
by 1883 and established
most of the ground rules

for spaceflight before the
turn of the century.

fiction and the wel
known director Fritz
Lang chose to make a

f movie about a future

manned flight to the
Moon.

In an attempt to :
scientific  credibility,
Lang hired rocket

2 Herman Oberth to act as

. technical

The powerful atomic engine slows
the decent of this 1950s Moonship
as it prepares to make a historic
touch down on the lunar surface in M
the early 1960s. The winged vehicle
would return directly fo Earth and
make a conventional ru

landing. Copynight Bill Rose.

nway for

consultants
and the finished pwduct
* “F rau

i (”Womm in the
Meon), set the standard
cinematic

productions until the

short range “V”
~ mass destruction.

Willy Ley and

into fully fledg

At the same time, several groups within the Pentagon started to
consider the idea of using rockets for manned space missions
and a hint of this thinking surfaced in the classic 1950
Hollywood movie “Desmamm ” directed by George
Pal.

Scripted by the author Robert Hein . _
opens with a group of American sts deciding that their
country must be the first in e of the characters says,
“If any other power gets into space before we do, we’ll no
longer be the Umted Sm&s ve'll e disunited world.”

a 150 ft long: mm%
iy, faurastomtﬁsset

Five years later, George Pal
movie “Conquest of Spabﬁ,”

early 1960s and a Moon landmg before 1970.

Beyond that, military planners envisaged bases on Mars and
Venus, which were seen as potentially habitable worlds. They
also believed that the first nation with an arsenal of nuclear
missiles onthe Moon would exercise full control over the Earth.
This idea was seriously flawed, but the Pentagon planned to
secure the inner Solar System for the Union and felt confident it
could be done if adequate funding was forthcoming.

'So when Sputnik 1 was orbited by the USSR on October 4

1957, this brought the whole issue into sharp focus. A nation of
peasants had put a small spacecraft into LEO, (Low Earth
Orbit) while subtly demonstrating their future ability to deliver




ing, the U.S. Army of the | /
ﬁmn'e”A view apparmty shared by the Chief of Staff. Aoty

geatiy nnprove W DIR
,empioyment of Moon-  On  October 1 1958, NACA (Natwml Advmary

will be 2 strmgdetmst D, because of the extreme
Hafﬁwity,ﬁ'om the esemy n? of view, of eliminating our r
put
SmUmmmbhshmganommenthememm Anmmansmsp;w_e mdevenma}iy reach the Moon,
: d;sas‘m::s progress was initially slow and a change in the White
Although mbody haﬁ flown in space yet, the CL& were  Hous vbfeughtmﬁemthewayafmfmdmg.
&nﬁd&igpﬁ;ﬂug@ﬁn&wmwmwhmamm But everything altered on April 12 1 1961 whea Yuri
oon ‘ - Gagarin became the first man to make a spaceflight
East-West relations were already atmckbomm and US  and this sensational Soviet suwwshadagalvanismg
‘military planners were beginning to consider the possxbxinzy effecmnmse!(eme&yadminismm

that ﬁm::e wars wxﬁ: the Communists might be fought in  , week after Russia’s historic triumph, medent
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Kennedy sent a memo to Vice President Johnson,
which said, “Do we have a chance of beating the
Soviets by putting a laboratory in space, or by a trip
around the Moon, or by a rocket to go to the Moon
and back with a man. Is there any other space
programme which promises dramatic results in which, ..
we could win?” -

America’s future in space was ﬁrmly Mack on
political agenda, and to NASA’s great relief, At
finally achieved a sub-orbital manned flight wi 4
Mercury capsule on May 5, making Aian Shep
first American to fly in space.

Later that month on May 25, at a Joint
[Congress, President Kennedy said,
this nation should commit itself to :
goal, before this decade is out, of la
jthe Moon and returning him safely t

Although NASA had been ¢
Moon programme and there
|dollars on the table, the USA
working on their own scheme
{(Lunar Expedition Program
Major General J.R Holzapple. |

This complex study envisaged
September 1966 and a ma
1967. The USAF wanted a

€d Project Lunex
“the direction of

it.
They envisaged a new lifting
Icapable of, makmg dx‘f‘gct ﬂ:ghts@ t

wak redtired

Lunex = Spaceplane and J %he

By January 1968, & »
|permanently mangeﬁ’%%tpos"? on the Moon

“The Facility.” R
have come to li

Superficiaily, Project Lunex appears to have been les
militaristic than Project Horizon and the USAF’s
stated aim was to restore national prestige.
Nevertheless, USAF Lunex documents hint at the
deployment of weapons systems on the Moon and
there are vague references to future Soviet threats.

Something like 70,000 personnel would
have been needed for the Lunex scheme
and one flight every two weeks was
envisaged when space missions began.

Cape Canaveral was the favoured launch

“voniBraun™§

smaller than" Pro;
still a«trily massil
more than half

£

ere

to the broadly ‘sifi
their Moon hand?@i

}ubsequentl':\

sections

mobilised, &

Back illustration: The Soviet Union’s Secret “LK” Lunar Module.
Russia hoped to achieve a Moon landing with this craft before

the Americans. Carrying a single cosmonaut, the craft shared
many similarities with NASA’s LEM. Bill Rose Collection.

t'Lunex was filed away
aboux !mtxl late 1999.

Iso working on an unpublicised Moon landing §
gramme, wasn’t given full priority until Space |
directly with Khrushchev at the
!lKrushchev then-decided the Moon
! pprdached the Central |




- The 1968 movie. Stanley Kubrick’s stunning vision of
by Arthur C.

Clarke. Sadly, most of the big scientific developments shown in this film

2001 A Space Odyssey”
the present day, based on a short story called “The Sentinel”

pace odyssey

remain 50-100 years in the future

although many
that the promise
by 1968 was unr
better to opt for

a less demanding
circumlunar mission ‘which might be

. achieved by 1967.

However, the dream
and a sermsﬁi isa
Russia’
finally ;
and would remain unacknowledged until
1989.

BEYOND THE MOON
By the time John Glenn became the first

e in 1962 had shown that Venus was not the
oric swamp planet envisaged by science fiction
or the waterworld suggested by Whipple and
Menzel i 1954.

~Earth’s—“twin” was suffering from a runaway

ouse ' effect and conditions on its grim rocky
were ‘totally unsuitable for man or machine!
NASA and their Soviet counterparts would
ere!

“hand, Mars remained a promising
planet and seasonal changes to the surface hinted at

_the presence of vegetation. (Later determined to be

caused by dust storms)
Although it was now accepted that no intelligent life

existed on Mars and the canals were a myth, the Red

American fo orbit the Earth on February
20 1962 NASA were working on their
Moon pi

The ea
due to be replaced by a
called Gem ni and there we
this vehicle further for a rapx
mission.

Gemini’s designer Jim Chaéiberlain (also responsible for
Avro-Canada’s highly advanced Arrow interceptor) hoped
to trim a couple of years off NASA's target date, while
saving part of the multi billion /dollar budget allocated to
development of the Apollq spacecraft.

Nevertheless, his p{opqsal 10 'use an enlarged Gemini
spacecraft for a Moon landing was seen as too risky and
NASA decxdedto stick with the three-man Apollo vehlcle

At the same tlme NASA was drawmg up plans to: foﬂvw a
successful series of Moon missions with something.even
more ambitious and there were three clear options.

The first was to buﬁd a large wheel shaped orbital space
s ation although thlS”W&Sll t considered very glamorous and
the usefulness. .
questionable.

The second was to establish a small outpost on the Moon
and the third:was_to undertake a manne
All three ideas have been the su
since the formation of NASA, but back in the sixties, there
was a real feeling in America that all these things could
and would be achieved by the end of the century.

: Daa returned by
Buzz Aldrin becomes the FISEVINS .

second human to set

foot on the surface of the
Moon. July 1969.

of such'a _facility was seen.asrather .

Planet clearly possessed the most Earth like
environment in the Solar System and NASA finally
anned interplanetary mission was the
> follow Apollo.

own factors would need to be
A believed they could achieve a
manned Iandmg on Mars by 1982.

So  betweem, 1961 and 1968, NASA issued
approximately 60 Mars mission study contracts to

_aerospace.companies.

A flight to the Moon and back seemed achievable
with  prevailing technology, but Mars was a
significantly more demanding destination and would
take NASA -into tntaﬁy new and largely uncharted
territory.

To start with, a journey to.the Red Planet lasting
many months' would requiré ya Hohmann Transfer
Orbit in a vehicle the size of & Small space station,
which was equlppecl with a high performance
propulsion system.

In interplanetary space, the crew would be exposed to
various types of radiation and a substantial shelter
would be needed to. cope with potentially lethal solar
storms.

Then: there wassthe-question of zero gravity and its
on the human body over prolonged periods,

50 ideally, the ship would have to be designed to

counteract this problem, perhaps by using a rotating
crew section.

a long duration mission in cramped
might create . serious psychological

Furthermore,
conditions

Back illustration: A 1970s proposal for a lunar transfer vehicle, which would
ferry personnel and supplies between a large space platform in Earth orbit

and the lunar surface. Copyright Bill Rose.




problems for the astronauts.

with life or death decisions that required immediate
man and the Earth could be as much as 20 light

A form of nuclear pmpulsmn was cons:dcmd only
realistic method of powering a Mars ship (by Us and

Planet.
Surprisingly enough, an atomic drive was pmms

before World War One and his
developed by Esnault-Pelterie during the early 19305

reality, several leading US contractors began to
study nuclear rocket engines with Douglas Aviation
completing the first secret proposal in 1946.

rocket engine called KIWI at Jackass Flats in
[Nevada. .

team and agreed to fund further development of a
nuclear propulsion system for deep space missions.

ASA officials were generally unenthusiastic about
using ‘nuclear propulsion, but accepted it would be
necessary for interplanetary flight, aware that

uclear technology promised two or three times the
performance of any chemically fuelled rocket engine.

As a consequence, Westinghouse began work on
INERVA, (Nuclear Engine for Rocket Vehicle
Application) which was seen as critical to NASA’s
future Mars mission.

JONERVA was finally cancelled in 1972, but then
secretly revived in 1983 for the S.D.I programme.
Assigned the name Project Timberwind in 1987, this
led to a new higher performance very compact
nuclear engine with outstanding “ramp-up” power
Jcharacteristics.

Timberwind was intended to propel a long range
missile interceptor or for use with a new HLLV -
Heavy Lift Launch Vehicle, designed to place laser
weapon platforms in orbit. It was also suggested that
Timberwind might be made available to NASA and
Jealculations indicated that at least 60 days could be
trimmed off a NERVA powered round trip to
|9 Mars)

t was also possible that the crew might have 3:@ deal _
with serious emergencies and specialised secondary
skills would be a very mxportam pm of persumxal

technical support, but the astronauts might be faced

utes distant, ruling out immediate aﬂtﬁnm&

USSR scientists) and this probably remains the only
choice for any near future manned mission to the ] ad* \

by the American rocket pioneer Robert Goddard just
ideas were further

After WW11, when atomic power had become a

By the late 1950s, Los Alamos scientists were ready
to test their first experimental nuclear thermal

Reports were encouragmg and during May 1962 .
President Kennedy took the advise of his iscientific

v N‘ERVA (and 'i‘unhermﬁd) used hydrogen for fuel, but another

“idea to be briefly aired in America was a nuclear pulse engine
that worked on the seemingly bizarre principle of detonating
~ low yield nuclear éxplmvw behind raﬁ whwh then

pushed against a massive plate.

%;d&mcaﬂed?m;m@nonmdabcganm 195883:1
‘highly classified USAF programme umimken by General
Atomics in San Diego.

; Ormn had been conceived by formm' Los Aiamos scientist Dr
lore Taylor, who enlisted help from the highly respected
Freeman Dyson.

" Project Orion promised astonishing levels af performance and
~ small models powered by conventional nxpioswm were
succcssﬁmy tested.

\ However, Kennedy’s Defence Secretary Robert M@Nmm‘a
decided to cut back funding for Project Orion and NASA was
less than enthusiastic about this form of nuclear propulsion
- which they considered “dirty technology,” unsuitable for use
“fi?w:thm the Earth’s atmosphere.

ring 1961, Taylor and Dystm made sﬁvefal mps to the
\ Marsi:all Space Flight Center and tried to convince NASA
 officials that it would be possible to mount a Mars mission by

1965 using Orion and pe:haps -a.manned flight to Saturn’s
- moan Titan by 1970. s

‘ With ﬁ;e enthusmstm support of Wernher von Bmxm, they
‘suggested that a suitable craft could be assembled in LEO

~ using no more than a couple of Saturn V launches and this

- would easily fly to the Moon and back to prove the concept.

But NASA decided that Project Orion was a dangerous

- unexplored concept and they were going to stick with Apollo

_ for the Moon !andmg, while continuing to develop NERVA for
a possible Mars mission.

Then the August 1963 nuclear test ban was signed and NASA
saw this as an endorsement of their decision to reject Project
Orion. USAF funding was cut back further and finally
terminated in late 1964.

SHOCKS TO THE SYSTEM

When NASA'’s spacecraft Mariner 4 returned the first detailed
images of the Martian surface in 1965, scientists around the
world were shocked and disappointed to discover that the
planet’s cratered surface looked more like the Moon. The
carbon dioxide atmosphere was found to be much thinner than
expected and it was depressingly obvious that Mars was a cold,
bleak, barren world.

Although a little dented, the American public’s enthusiasm for
space exploration remained high and there was still the
real possibility that Russia would reach the Moon first

1d go on to Mars.

Back itlustration: After travelling for many months, the Mars ship glides down
through the planet’s thin carbon dioxide atmosphere. This early 19508 von
Braun concept was portrayed in “Conquest of Space” and its huge gs
would have been discarded after landing. On completion of the surface
mission, the central section would return to Earth. Copyright Bill Rose.




Plans for a high profile US manned Mars flight
continued to evolve, with the mission expected to
start during November 1981.

Two nuclear powered Mars slnps would be assembled
in LEO, with the components being carried into
space by a fleet of uprated Saturn HLLVs. There
had been several suggestions to use massively
stretched versions of the Saturn V rocket fitted with a
NERVA third stage for a direct manned flight to
Mars, but it was finally decided that new rockets
known as Saturn V-25(S)U would be used to lift five|
separate nuclear engines into orbit for each

interplanetary ship.
Launches would take place from Christmas Island and

it's now clear that sections of Project Horizon were
resurrected by NASA for this Mars mission

proposal. A nuclear powered Mars ship with aerobraking shield
When the astronauts ﬁna!ly arrived at Mars, they extended. This drawing is based on NASA’s NERVA
would descend to the surface in a lander, which KRR EERIEIE LRI CU IR UCRECICRENIRUTIE TR

looked rather like a scaled-up Apollo capsule. continued to evolve over the following two decades. The
o e R O COpS crew quarters/lander are located well forward of the

As a slightly less ambitious alternative to a surface [RIVTEETINITIN IR ER-T T Ri TR ToT [T EERGE T R T
NASA also considered the idea of a KZSGULEPERilels 1l TR=10) (0 oTole (RGN 11 LR T Te Mol 1 e
slowly to create artificial gravity. Copyright Bill Rose.

landing,
manned mission to one of the Martian moons.

Mars possesses two very small satellites, Phobos
(Fear) and Deimos (Terror) which were discovered by the
American astronomer Asaph Hall in 1877.

At that time, little was known about these tiny worlds and
there were some suggestions in the early 1960s that they might
be artificial.

However, the Martian moons were eventually found to be
heavily cratered bodies and both are undoubtedly captured
asteroids.

A mission to Phobos (the larger and more interesting choice)
would be easier than a surface landing on Mars, but it seems
this alternative was considered less likely to win public
support and the proposal was finally dropped.

Following the assassination of President Kennedy in late
1963, the Government’s commitment to space exploration
noticeably altered and it became clear there was little
enthusiasm to fund ultra expensive space projects which might
take 15 or 20 years to realise.

Nevertheless, the Moon mission remained intact and there was
talk of achieving a landing by 1968. Then on January 27
1967, a flight simulation was being run with Apollo I at Cape
Kennedy and astronauts Virgil Grissom, Edward White and
Roger Chaffee were fully suited inside the capsule.

Suddenly things went terribly wrong as a short circuit
triggered an unstoppable electrical fire which swept
through the spacecraft, fuelled by the pure oxygen
atmosphere. .

“We’ve got a bad fire!” Shouted Chaffee. “Let’s get out, we’re
burning up!” These were the last chilling words to be spoken
by any of the men who died in NASA’s first disaster.

The shockwave reverberated through the
administration and the Moon project was set back
months while reviews were conducted and changes
made.

Then, the cost of the Vietnam War began to bite and
President Johnson decided to trim back support for
the Apollo programme, only allocating enough money
for three Moon missions after Apollo 11. (Congress
later overruled this)

BACK IN THE USSR

Beginning in the late 1950s, Soviet scientists started
to consider the idea of 2 manned landing on Mars or a
fly-past of Mars and Venus.

By the early 1960s, it was decided that nuclear-ion
propulsion = was the preferred option for ajl
interplanetary mission with nuclear thermal
technology (similar to NERVA) as an alternative.

When America won the Moon race in 1969, Soviet
attention switched to putting a man on Mars and aj
new secret Project was born called Aelita.

Using the N1 HLLV designed for the Moon mission,
they planned to assemble a ship called MEK (Mars
Expeditionary Complex) in LEO which would carry
a crew of six to the Red Planet.

MEK was to be powered by nuclear-ion propulsion,}
supplemented by liquid fuel engines. The mission
would have lasted approximately two years, with half
the crew spending one month on the Martian surface.

The MPK (Mars Landing Craft) was designed to .




;3;§

e
e




.

Bill Rose has written articles for many
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probably better known as a photojournalist.
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around the world for various publishers and
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undergraduate studies in astronomy and he
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amatmawhohavehﬁlcxfanygrmm&ngmﬂzemai
Jsciences. The vast majority of UFOlogtsts accept the raw

reports is a relatively new phenomenon.

with today, but rumour-inspired social panics. I believe that both
were and are created and sustained by similar underlying human

factors. During the Edwardian era speculation about life on Mars
and other worlds was confined to the new fiction genre which

data at face value
within the
context of the
predominant
cultural mindset
which interprets
aerial phenomena
in terms of alien
or  paranormal
visitations. Few
are aware, oOr
would even
acknowledge the
Jrole played by
socio-cultural
factors and
perceptual
psychology upon
the form and
content of the
“testimony”
which provides
the raw material
used by
UFOlogists.
Fewer still are
aware of the
historical
precedents  for
rumour inspired
panics even in
the recent past
which bear close
comparison with
the waves of
media-inspired
UFO reports

.‘\\: I: .\R IJ§~
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which have become such a feature of modern society.

Before the mid-20th century there were no UFOlogists to
Iprocess and interpret reports of unusual objects in the sky.
This allows us to examine what have been erroneously
described in recent times as the first “UFO waves” of the
late 19th and early 20th century without the distractions
produced by the belief-systems imposed by contemporary
commentators. The “‘phantom airship™ sightings of this
period were not UFO waves in the form we are familiar

became known as sci-fi.

1 As a result novels such
Jas H.G.Well’'s War of
Athe Worlds (published
[|in 1898) did not greatly
Jinfluence the

interpretation of aerial
phenomena as science

\{fiction would in the
\|later “flying saucer”
Jera.

In Britain during the

fsix-year period
J beginning in 1908 there
Jwas a more immediate
I perceived threat in the
| form of the approaching
Jwar with Germany
Jwhich would result in
‘lthe slaughter of millions
i} in the mud and trenches
J of Europe’s battlefields.
§The decade which
Jpreceded the outbreak

of the First World War
thad seen a great
Jescalation of both

diplomatic and military

Jtension between the
Jempires of Great Britain
Jand Imperial Germany.
JThis competition
Jmanifested itself in the

form of the arms race
and the rapid
production of
dreadnought warships.

From 1909 there was growing public concern about the threat of a
German invasion of Britain and hysterical fears that a highly-
organised and widespread spy ring was operating to prepare the
ground for that invasion. Alongside the spy mania was the firmly
held belief that the Germans were so advanced in the fieid of
aviation that their Zeppelin airships were capable of visiting
England; indeed many believed they had already done so secretly
under cover of the night. Rumours tend to divide society into two
camps composed of sceptics and believers, as we find today in




UFOlogy. The Zeppelin rumour was so ingrained upon the British
psyche before the outbreak of World War One that “eyewitness
testimony” - in many ways identical in its form and content to
modem UFO reports - was often produced as “proof” in a fashion
which appears all too familiar to us today.

As the panel “Aerial invaders and the origins of the British Secret
Service” explains, these latent fears were encouraged by politicians
and their friends in the Press at a period when the wireless telegraph
was in its infancy. Newspapers and word-of-mouth were the
primary source of public information in pre war Britain, and the
rumours concerning Germany’s intentions were easily manipulated
by the state. Newspapers transmitted rumours which soon became
rooted in popular belief, making it acceptable for patriotic citizens to
report their “sightings” without fear of ridicule. In one specific
incident, the claimed overflight of Sheermness Naval dockyard by a
Zeppelin in 1912, there is good evidence to believe the initial
rumour was concocted by politicians to warn the population of the
coming war and the possibility of aerial bombardment which was
expected. Those fears were not

missions began to reach the War Office,
northwest England and the Scottish borders. On
lights were put out in the important Vickers shij t
Barrow in Cumbria when an airship was rep e
vicinity, and several soldiers opened fire at unidentified
flying objects they believed were enemy aircraft in the
tense days which followed the war declaration. At this
stage she British public had been psychologically prepared
for the arrival of the Zeppelins, either to take part in
spying upon Britain’s coastal defences or in attempts to
bomb military targets and instil fear and panic into the
civilian population. A frame of reference, comparable to
the modem belief in alien visitors, was firmly established.
Rumours became transformed into belief systems and
soon “eyewitness” testimony appeared in support of these
beliefs.

From the opening of hostilities, reports of unidentified
aircraft and *floating lights” in the sky, which were

enticely without foundation, as by the *
Armistice of 1918 there had been 57 :
airship raids on Britain which killed
564 people and left thousands more
injured and homeless; many hundreds
more died in the raids by the first
German heavy bombers on London
and southeast England in the last two
years of the war. Although these
casualties have been overshadowed
by the horrors of the Second World
War, this was the first time in the
world shat a civilian population had
been systematically terrorised by
aerial bombing.

The first airship raid took place in
East Anglia in January 1915, but such
was the fear and expectation of attack
from the air that reports of “phantom
Zeppelins” poured into military
headquarters from the first day that
war was declared. From 1913 the
image of the Zeppelin had become
transformed into a “folk devil” |
comparable in terror to Napoleon’s |
“invasion barges” which had alarmed
an earlier generation. Upon the
outbreak of the war persistent reports
and rumours describing airships and
airplanes ﬂying secret night-time




seen from 9.30 to 12.45 last night east of
white lights...11.45 another 2
Isles. The rtspons:bahty for mvmtzganng thun .
ior War Office officials, Lt Colonel W.S.
stant I}xrecmr of Mﬂ:taxy Aeronautics and

Another telegram fmm dae Chtef Constable of mes}me,

. commanding officers both in Ireland and Scotland reporting “strong

August and September 1914 rumours” that hostile aircraft were operating from secret bases in

; airships to the northwest coast the remote hﬂls in Galloway and askmg for searches of the
vide e searches of remote s. Kell that “1

g strip
somewhere in the moumams On 16 August Li
Hucks of the Royal Flying Corps flew a Bleriot I monoplane
across the length of Pennine hills from Sheffield north to  investigate these
Penrith searching for the airship’s “secret base.” On Liverpool before com C
August he telegraphed to the War Office “...have searched are not known because his report cannot be found among the

e hills touching the following places - Lancaster, Sedbergh, military intelligence records preserved at the public record office.

Hawes, Askrigg, Brough and Appleby but with no results,
am now at Penrith. Many eports reach the Chief Constable Further bizarre rumours appeared in 1915 at the time of the
here of mysterious aircraft, eft Penrith for Newcastle Zeppelin raid upon Norfolk on the mght of 19 January During the
on %Augustmd Ch ons
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